MUCH HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given that the meeting of the Much Hadham Parish Council Burial Authority will be
held on Tuesday, 1 September 2026, in the Much Hadham Village Hall, at 6:45 pm, for the purpose
of transacting the business set out in the Agenda below, and you are hereby summoned to attend.

|/ (heagge

Victoria Mazza, Clerk of the Council
Email: clerk@muchhadhamparishcouncil.co.uk 26 August 2026

AGENDA

26/36. Apologies for absence

26/37. Declarations of Interest

26/38. Chair’s announcements

26/39. Minutes of the meeting held on 2" June 2026
26/40. Reports on outstanding matters

26/41. Residents’ comments

26/42. Management update
To receive an update on managing the burial grounds, including extending Perry Green
Burial Ground
To note list of interments and memorial applications since last meeting

26/43. Proposal to erect a tablet marking “Garden of Remembrance” at Perry Green

26/44. Outsourcing of the Burial Authority Clerk
To review arrangements for the management of the burial grounds moving
forward

26.45.  Financial
(i) Payments since last meeting

09/06/26 Paint for Renovation of Railings — St Andrew’s Burial Ground
£118.25

29/06/26 Castle Water - Perry Green Burial Ground £55.03
01/07/26 Castle Water - St Andrew’s Burial Ground £55.11
10/08/26 Paint for renovation of railings — St Andrew’s Burial Ground

£160.80

(i) Financial Statement
To receive the current financial position

26/46. Urgent business

26/47. Confirmation of date of next meeting — Tuesday 3™ November 2026 at Much Hadham
Village Hall


mailto:clerk@muchhadhamparishcouncil.co.uk

MUCH HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Much Hadham Burial Authority meeting held on Tuesday, 1t September 2026,

Much Hadham Village Hall, at 6.45 pm.
Members: *Clir B Bird
*Clir B O’Neill *ClIr J Westlake (Chair)

* denotes present

In Attendance: V Mazza, Clerk. No members of the public present.

26/36. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

26/37.

26/38.

26/39.

26/40.

26/41.

26/42.

None.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cllr J Westlake chaired the meeting for the first time. She formally recorded her thanks
to the previous Chair, who has kindly agreed to continue assisting with the
management of the cemetery for the time being. It was also noted that the Parish Clerk
will now be responsible for taking the minutes.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 2" June 2026 be accepted as a
correct record of the proceedings and be signed by the Chair.

REPORTS ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS

Outstanding matters covered by subsequent agenda items.

RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS

None.

MANAGEMENT UPDATE

Note — management update reflects the findings of the Burial Ground inspections and
work required for the Perry Green extension.

The Burial Grounds had been inspected by Cllrs Westlake, O’Neill and Bird on 28t
August.

St Andrew’s Burial Ground
Cllr B O’Neill’s work on the fencing, including concreting and painting, was ongoing, and
thanks were expressed for his efforts. Clir O’Neill will monitor how the fencing withstands
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26/43.

26/44.

the winter frost and hopes to complete the second coat of paint in 2027.

It was noted that the grass had not required cutting over the summer months due to the
extreme weather conditions. ClIr B Bird requested that the contractor cut the hedge at
Perry Green instead; however, this could not be completed before September.

ACTION: ClIr Bird will maintain a watching brief.

The tree on the boundary was discussed, and it was agreed that the matter should be
raised with St Andrew’s PCC regarding its removal, as it is currently supporting the roses,
which may be in decline. The possibility of replacing the roses was also discussed.
ACTION: ClIr O’Neill will speak with members of the PCC.

Perry Green Burial Ground

It was agreed that the dog waste bin would be relocated, with a What3Words location
provided to HCC to identify the new collection point. ClIrs agreed that the existing bins
required improved covers, and a resident kindly offered to provide new covers.
ACTION: ClIr Bird to discuss with the resident.

The Committee reviewed the proposed location for the memorial stone. It was noted that
several older graves required maintenance, with significant shrub growth needing to be cut
back. ClIr B Bird agreed to address this. Gaps in the fencing surrounding the burial ground
were also noted, potentially due to failed saplings. It was agreed that these gaps would
need to be filled, with some groundworks potentially required. Clirs had spoken to a
potential contractor regarding the necessary works. The Chair proposed a budget of £2,000
for the work.

RESOLVED: To approve a budget of £2,000 for proposed works.

Clir O’Neill reported that a bench in the car park was an obstacle in its current position.
Clirs agreed that it should be relocated.

List of Interments & Memorials since last meeting

e August 2026 — Thorball (nee Ashwell) Cecily — (Ashes into Garden of Remembrance -
Plot G6)
e August 2026 — Newton, Gillian (Restoration of Headstone — Plot 14)

PROPOSAL TO ERECT A TABLET MARKING ‘GARDEN OF REMEMBERANCE” AT PERRY GREEN

RESOLVED — That the wording to read:
‘Remembering those whose ashes are laid to rest in this Garden of Remembrance’
ACTION: CllIr B Bird to obtain a quotation from J Day & Son.

OUTSOURCING OF THE BURIAL AUTHORITY CLERK

The outsourcing of the Burial Authority Clerk role was discussed. The Parish Clerk offered
to contact fellow Clerks to establish whether there was any interest in undertaking the
role. It was also suggested that the position could be advertised via social media, with
details of the role and remuneration provided. The Chair will speak with Penny Taylor,

who is currently acting in an interim capacity and will have relevant knowledge regarding
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the role.

26/45. FINANCIAL

(i) Payments since last meeting

09/06/26 Paint for Renovation of Railings — St Andrew’s Burial Ground £118.25

29/06/26 Castle Water - Perry Green Burial Ground £55.03
01/07/26 Castle Water - St Andrew’s Burial Ground £55.11
10/08/26 Paint for renovation of railings — St Andrew’s Burial Ground £160.80

(i) Financial Statement

The Clerk provided the current financial position, attached as Appendix A.

26/46. URGENT BUSINESS

None.

26/47. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, 3" November 2026 at 6.45 pm in Much Hadham Village Hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed 7.21pm.



Summary of Receipts and Payments

Much Hadham Parish Council

Cost Centre 3 (Between 01/04/2026 and 26/08/2026)

Appendix A

24 August 2026 (2026 - 2027)

03 Burial Authority

Receipts Payments Net Position
Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance Budgeted Actual Variance +/- Under/over spend
14 BA - Burial Fees 4,000.00 1,888.00 -2,112.00 -2,112.00 (-52%)
15 BA - Memorial Fees 400.00 140.00 -260.00 -260.00 (-65%)
16 BA - Grounds Maintenance 6,120.00 252.25 5,867.75 5,867.75 (95%)
17 BA - Water 195.00 98.34 96.66 96.66 (49%)
18 BA - Other Costs 287.00 110.00 177.00 177.00 (61%)
SUB TOTAL 4,400.00 2,028.00 -2,372.00 6,602.00 460.59 6,141.41 3,769.41 (34%)
Summarv
NET TOTAL 4,400.00 2,028.00 -2,372.00 6,602.00 460.59 6,141.41 3,769.41
V.AT. 38.60
GROSS TOTAL 2,028.00 499.19



