
MUCH HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Fiona Forth        40 Calverley Close 

Clerk of the Council       Bishop’s Stortford 

Tel: 01279 861869       Herts 

e-mail: fionaforthmhpc@gmail.com     CM23 4JJ 

 

Notice is hereby given that the meeting of the Much Hadham Parish Council Burial Authority will be 

held on Tuesday, 6th February 2024, in the Much Hadham Village Hall, at 6:45 pm, for the purpose of 

transacting the business set out in the Agenda below, and you are hereby summoned to attend.  

 

 
Fiona Forth 

Clerk of the Council        1st February 2024 

A G E N D A 

 
24/1. Apologies for absence 
 

24/2. Declarations of Interest 
 

24/3. Chair’s announcements 
 

24/4. Minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2023 
 

24/5. Reports on outstanding matters 
 

24/6. Residents’ comments 
 

24/7. Burial charges 

To review existing burial charges and consider if any increase is required 
 

24/8. Management update 

To receive an update on managing the burial grounds, including extending Perry Green 

Burial Ground 
 

24/9. Financial 

 (i)    Payments since last meeting 
 

Castle Water  Water for Perry Green Burial   £35.61 + VAT 

    Ground 
 

Castle Water  Water for St Andrew’s Burial   £37.92 + VAT 

    ground 
 

MH Landscapes Ltd Burial Ground maintenance  £1,350 + VAT 

    Apr – Dec 2023 
 

 (ii)   Financial Statement 

To receive the current financial position 
 

24/10. Urgent business 
 

24/11. Confirmation of date of next meeting – Tuesday, 2nd April 2024 – Much Hadham Village Hall 

mailto:fionaforthmhpc@gmail.com
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MUCH HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the Much Hadham Burial Authority meeting held on Tuesday, 6th February 

2024, in the Much Hadham Village Hall, at 6:45 pm. 

 

Members: *Cllr B Bird *Cllr B O’Neill 
   Cllr K Hamilton *Cllr P Taylor (Chair) 
   Cllr J Liversage *Cllr K Twort 

 

* denotes present 

 

In attendance: F Forth, Clerk and no members of the public. 

 

24/1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received and approved from Cllr K Hamilton and Cllr J Liversage. 

 

24/2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

None. 

 

24/3. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

None. 

 

24/4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2023 be accepted as a 

correct record of the proceedings and be signed by the Chair. 

 

It was agreed that the Perry Green Burial Ground extension plan no longer needed to be 

part of the Minutes in future. 

 

24/5. REPORTS ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

 

Outstanding matters covered by subsequent agenda items. 

 

24/6. RESIDENTS’ COMMENTS 

 

None. 

 

24/7. BURIAL CHARGES 

 

RESOLVED to increase the existing burial charges by 2% rounded. 

 

Note – the revised burial charges are detailed in Appendix A 
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24/8. MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

 

Note – management update reflects the findings of the Burial Ground inspections and work 

required for the Perry Green extension. 

 

The Chair and Cllr J Liversage inspected the burial grounds on the 12th January and the 

following points were noted: 

 

St Andrew’s: 

• grass was long but this was to be expected at this time of year, and a cut would not 

have been possible given the wet weather; 

• Burial Ground was neat and tidy with a few unacceptable wreaths/flowers etc left 

over from Christmas, which will hopefully be removed soon; 

• the low boundary wall was looking neat and tidy, with areas where the ivy was still 

being removed. Cllr B O’Neill was thanked for his work on this; 

Perry Green: 

• area was looking neat and tidy; 

• grave that had extended to the kerb had been infilled with grass. Cllr B Bird was 

thanked for this; 

• a significant amount of Christmas paraphernalia and unacceptable wreaths/flowers 

etc, but again, hopefully these will be removed shortly, now that the Christmas 

season is over; 

• the extension area was still looking tidy (ploughed and levelled), with further work 

completed on the trees on the border by the ditch. Further work will be carried out 

over the winter, ready for sowing grass, and infilling the new hedge; 

• suggestion agreed that some of the hedger whips be removed from the far end of 

the extension and be used to infill existing gaps. This would reduce the expense of 

removing that part of the hedge when a further extension is undertaken; and 

• the Burial Regulations in the noticeboard had been updated. 

 

As an aside, the Clerk mentioned that headstones in a closed cemetery in Wales had been 

moved to the side so that the ground itself could be levelled and mowed. 

 

In addition, it was agreed that the Clerk would investigate whether it was still possible for 

burials into existing grave spaces in St Andrew’s Burial Ground could take place, given that it 

was a closed Burial Ground. 
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24/9. FINANCIAL 

 

(i) Payments since last meeting 

 

The following payments had been made since the last meeting: 

 

Castle Water   Water for Perry Green Burial   £35.61 + VAT 

     Ground 

 

Castle Water   Water for St Andrew’s Burial   £37.92 + VAT 

     ground 

 

MH Landscapes Ltd  Burial Ground maintenance  £1,350 + VAT 

     Apr – Dec 2023 

 

In response to questions, the Clerk explained how the garden waste (brown) bins were paid 

for. In addition, the Clerk highlighted that, despite chasing, invoices from MH Landscapes 

Ltd for the extension work at Perry Green Burial Ground had not been provided. 

 

(ii) Financial Statement 

The current financial position was noted (Appendix B).  

 

24/10. URGENT BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

24/11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

Tuesday, 2nd April 2024 at 6:45 pm in the Much Hadham Village Hall. 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:20 pm 

 

Next Burial Ground inspection to be undertaken by the Clerk with the Chair and  

Cllr J Liversage during the week commencing the 11th March. 
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APPENDIX A 

MUCH HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL – BURIAL CHARGES (Effective from 1st April 2024) 

The burial charges are reviewed and approved periodically by the Burial Authority. 

For the purposes of the burial charges below, a ‘resident’ is defined as a person who: 

• was born in the parish; 

• has resided in the parish for a minimum total of 20 years, consecutively or not; or 

• has resided in the parish for the last 5 years. 

If a person does not meet any of the above criteria, then the non-resident rates would be 

applicable. 

No dispensations to any of the fees below will be considered. 

Burial 

Interment into new grave – Resident           £570 

Interment into new grave - Non-resident       £5,720 

Interment into re-opened grave – Resident          £340 

Interment into re-opened – Non-resident       £2,060 

Right to erect a new Memorial – Resident          £145 

Right to erect a new Memorial – Non-resident         £365 

Right to add an inscription to a Memorial – Resident          £70 

Right to add an inscription to a Memorial – Non-resident          £70 

Cremated remains into an existing grave – Resident         £290 

Cremated remains into an existing grave – Non-resident     £1,750 

Garden of Remembrance 

Garden of Remembrance – Resident: 

• interment fee + gravedigger           £450 

• new memorial tablet + inscription – estimated        £546* 

Garden of Remembrance – Non-resident: 

• interment fee + gravedigger        £1,910 

• new memorial tablet + inscription – estimated        £546* 

Garden of Remembrance - Re-open – Resident: 

• interment fee + gravedigger           £295 

• additional memorial tablet inscription – estimated        £339* 

Garden of Remembrance - Re-open – Non-resident: 

• interment fee + gravedigger           £960 

• additional memorial tablet inscription – estimated        £339* 

New memorial tablet price includes 50 letters free. Charges apply for additional letters with 
maximum constrained by tablet size. 

Additional memorial tablet inscription includes removal and replacement of tablet and estimated 
cost per letter for 50 letters. 

* inclusive of VAT 

Administration charge              £50 

(For circumstances not covered by above) 
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APPENDIX B 

 

 

MUCH HADHAM PARISH COUNCIL - BURIAL AUTHORITY

YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

BUDGET TO ACTUAL COMPARISON AS AT 6 FEBRUARY 2024

(Excludes VAT) FULL YEAR YEAR TO 

DATE

2024 2024

BUDGET

£

ACTUAL

£ COMMENT

INCOME

Burial 2,200.00    2,335.00    Includes non-resident ashes burial

Memorial 440.00        -              

TOTAL INCOME 2,640.00    2,335.00    

EXPENDITURE

Water          150.00          162.19 

Burial Ground maintenance      1,800.00      2,250.00 5 quarters of expenditure instead of 4 

due to late billing by contractor 

relating to 2022/23

Other maintenance 500.00                          -   

Perry Green Burial Ground extension -                   4,000.00 

Other  100.00        95.00          ICCM membership £95

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2,550.00    6,507.19    

ANNUAL RECONCILIATION

Opening balance - 1 April 2023    29,810.81    33,469.72 

Income 2,640.00    2,335.00    

Expenditure -    2,550.00 -    6,507.19 

Closing balance 29,900.81  29,297.53  


