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A welcome dry and sunny May has 
allowed good progress on site with the 
construction of the earth embankment 
forming the River Ash dam.  

We have used clay fill to form the dam 
across the river valley. With the completion 
of the concrete culvert which will form the 
new path of the River Ash due to be 
completed in June, we will be in a position 
to divert the River through the culvert and 
raise the earth dam over the culvert itself.  

The River Ash earth dam will take 
approximately three more months to be 
built up to its final level. By then GRAHAM, 
our contractor, will have placed and 
compacted, over a quarter of a million 
tonnes of clay. 

The huge weight of the dam means that 
over time it will reduce in height, as the 
clay and the underlying soil is compacted 
under its own weight. To allow for this, we 
will build the dam and allow a 2 month 
settlement period before starting the road 
construction along the top of the dam.

The same process will be used in the 
Albury Tributary construction.
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Key Activities in May

• River Ash bridge piling works completed.

• Piling works at Albury Tributary Bridge.

• Albury Tributary culvert excavation 
completed and reinforced concrete works 
started.

• Hadham Park underpass excavation 
completed, currently preparing to start 
concrete works.

• Albury Road Bridge: waterproofing, verge 
construction, utilities on the bridge. 

• Construction of Albury Bridge approach 
roads and utility works (BT and water 
mains), as well as drainage works. New 
water supply and foul sewer pipes to be laid 
across the new bridge in the coming weeks 
and tied into the existing supplies. BT will 
divert fibre optic cables over the bridge.  



Flood Alleviation Progress 

With the continued run of fine weather, the 
main flood storage reservoir embankment on 
the River Ash is progressing well. Most of 
the embankment can now be seen rising 
from the ground.

The remaining structural concrete works to 
the River Ash culvert, which will take the 
River through the embankment, have been 
started. These are a complex shape to allow 
a trash screen to be installed to prevent the 
culvert getting blocked. The trash screen will 
also have a large maintenance platform 
beside it, allowing it to be cleared by a grab 
lorry, even when the reservoir has some 
flood water stored in it.

The bypass road running along the top of 
the embankment will cross the reservoir’s 
spillway on a structure and the foundation 
piles for this have been installed.

Reservoirs need a spillway to prevent 
damage to the embankment should the 
reservoir ever fill to its maximum capacity. A 
spillway is a robust concrete channel that 
allows the water in excess of the reservoir’s 
maximum capacity to leave it safely. 

At the Albury Tributary reservoir site, the 
ground has been pre-loaded to avoid future 
settlement of its spillway. Works can now 
start on its culvert, spillway and bridge.

Following government guidance of safe 
working distance on site during 

concreting the east retaining wall at the 
River Ash culvert inlet. 

Did you know

A culvert is a structure that 
allows water to flow under a 
road, railroad, trail, or similar 
obstruction from one side to the 
other. 

Typically embedded so as to be 
surrounded by soil, a culvert 
may be made from a pipe, 
reinforced concrete or other 
material.River Ash culvert maintenance platform 

retaining walls



For those living in the local area, you may 
well have had the pleasure of spotting a 
forked tail bird flying above the 
Hertfordshire countryside. 

The forked tail is specific to the Red Kite. 
Kestrels are also familiar residents, often 
seen watching the A120 bypass progress, 
perched on fence posts or as previously 
seen, chasing our surveying drone. 

The large areas of wildflowers across the 
site are most likely the main reason for 
their growing presence. The wildflowers 
have also attracted small mammals such 
as mice and voles, both of which the 
Kestrels and Kites prey on.

Wildflowers flourishing in the Hertfordshire 
sunshine

The Hawk Conservancy Trust currently 
operate a Kestrel count allowing the public 
to input details of sightings. The Kestrel 
Colour-ring Project is part of the Trust’s 
wider Kestrel Conservation Monitoring 
Project. The aim of the Project is to gain 
insights into Kestrel biology, particularly the 
movements of juveniles after fledging.

If you would like to learn more about the 
projects, please see the link below:

Hawk Conservancy Trust

A Red Kite with the distinctive forked tail

An inquisitive Kestrel above the A120 site

Local wildlife

Bat foraging hedgerow is well established 
after year one

https://www.hawk-conservancy.org/conservation-research/uk/kestrel-monitoring/


Road Closures and Roadworks

You will shortly be notified of a full road closure to 
The Ford in July/August. This closure is required to 
install a new culvert for the diverted Lloyd Taylor 
Drain as part of the flood alleviation works.

The current Albury Road full road closure 24/7 
remains in place until Sunday 28 June.

Two-way traffic lights 8am to 6pm (weekdays) on 
the A120 at Hadham Park Roundabout are in 
place until Sunday 28 June.

Neighbouring Scheme Works

We are working on a coordinated approach with 
the team completing works around High Street in 
Standon. The Standon works and our planned 
works outlined above, will be monitored together to 
ensure levels of traffic remain manageable.

The A120/High Street/Mill End junction in Standon 
will have 3 way traffic lights with one way vehicular 
access into the High Street 24/7 from 15 June - 18 
August. There will also be the following road 
closures:
• The weekend of 4-5 July and 11-12 July, day-

time road closure of A120 Stortford Road, 
between 8am to 6pm 

• 10-15 August night-time road closures of A120 
Stortford Road, High Street, Mill End and Town 
Farm Crescent, between 9pm and 5am

To find out more about this scheme please visit: 
www.Hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120standon 

Albury 
Tributary

Site plan

You can find out more about the project by 
visiting our dedicated website:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass

You can follow us on Twitter: 
@Herts_Highways

Or on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/HertsHighways 

Subscribe for email updates:

www.Hertfordshire.gov.uk/updateme

You can now watch our progress on 
site with our latest drone and time-
lapse footage. Visit our YouTube
channel: http://bit.ly/A120videos

You can also keep up-to-date with all 
roadworks using the One.Network service.

Type One.Network into your internet 
search engine and then type ‘Ware (Little 
Hadham)’ into the search box to find out 
more. You can pick different date ranges 
from the drop-down menu to see 
upcoming works. 

You can also call the GRAHAM site team 
at Standon Road on 01279 314182 for 
immediate enquiries and concerns.   

Please note: Monthly drop-in sessions 
are cancelled until further notice.

https://one.network/
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